
Lakeshore Drive Summer Pedestrian Area Pilot Project Q & A 

On Monday, May 9, 2022, Council approved a summer full road closure of Lakeshore Drive from 46 Street to 
50 Street starting on June 21, 2022 until September 5, 2022. The closure allows for a more unique experience 
downtown. 

Our priority is to provide a better experience for both residents and visitors within our downtown area. 

QUESTION: Why are we doing this now? 

ANSWER: Over the last few years, we learned people are seeking out experiences that accommodate 
more walkability and a more relaxed atmosphere. This new open space helps enhance the feeling of comfort 
and safety for area users. 

Destinations including Canmore and Banff have shut down their crowded main streets to accommodate high 
volumes of foot traffic. Shutting down streets also permits local businesses to expand patios and space 
between crowded retail displays.   

QUESTION: What is the Town doing to encourage customer movement downtown outside of the 
closure area? 

ANSWER: The Town is doing a few things to encourage pedestrian use of our downtown shopping areas. 
They include: 

1. Directing vehicular traffic to the free parking areas such as the Nexsource Centre and Library Parking
lots will encourage pedestrians to walk past businesses to the beach.

2. Placing additional colorful seating on sidewalks around the downtown shopping area.



3. Creating welcoming entrances and exits to the closure area.
4. Periodically activating the pocket park with activities.

Businesses are encouraged to beautify their storefronts and also have the opportunity to see benefits through 
participation in various activities. Want to learn more? Contact Natasha Bhola at nbhola@sylvanlake.ca  

QUESTION: Will there be any entertainment within the closure area? 

ANSWER: The Town is planning on programming the space during the week but businesses and community 
groups are encouraged to participate as well. Interested groups can contact Channelle Brooker at 
cbrooker@sylvanlake.ca  

QUESTION: What can we do in the space? 

ANSWER: As a part of the road closure initiative, businesses in the closure area may add sidewalk patios. 
Businesses interested in providing entertainment outside of their business or patio space are encouraged to 
reach out to Natasha Bhola at nbhola@sylvanlake.ca 

We encourage those in the area to check out these fun pop up spaces! This opens up a route to walk, 
skateboard, bike, skip, or hop to your destination.   

QUESTION: So how is the road closure going to work? 

ANSWER: Lakeshore Drive closes between 46 Street and 50 Street on June 21, 2022, until September 5, 
2022 

Visitors are encouraged to take advantage of the free parking lots at the Library and the Nexsource Centre and 
stroll through downtown on their way to the beach. Adirondack chairs are being placed along walking routes to 
provide more seating for anyone wanting to take in the scenery along the way. 

QUESTION:  With all of the closures, how will fire trucks and other Emergency Service vehicles be able 
to get around?  

ANSWER: Emergency crews will have access to the closure area thanks to movable barricades. 
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